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December 1st 2018
G ‘day
Trust that you are all well and looking forward to the Christmas & New Year holidays. Time for family
and friends as family always comes first and above all time for us to regenerate for the work that we
enjoy doing in Rotary.
We have work to do ahead of us even though so much happened in November. Our clubs are doing
some wonderful and inspirational work.
One highlight for me and for all of us, was a special recognition of service to our organisation that took
place on November the 6th in Junee. PP Bob Teese has been a loyal member of Rotary for 50 years!
Bob was a member with Lockhart Rotary for 46 years and moved to Wagga Wagga 4 years ago now.
Bob joined the RC of Junee where he has continued with his wonderful service. That’s inspiration!
The DG club visits are over now and we can get to work with our goals as a team. In particular the
Polio PARADE as we have so named it. PP Paul Murray is doing a great job with the web site for the
bike relay around D9700 in March 2019. It is live now: Polio PARADE 2019.
Griffith 2019 Conference Host Organising Committee under the chair of PP Ross Grillo and the other
committees in Griffith and Yenda, are well advanced with the plans for Griffith 2019. Once again PP
Paul Murray is creating a very friendly user registration page for Griffith 2019. It will be live very soon
and can be seen here: Griffith 2019.
The programme we have planned for you all is looking good and attainable. The speakers are all but
confirmed and you will all receive their biographies in due course. We are now filling in the details with
plenty of fun, music, laughter and good times planned. It is my personal desire that this conference
will provide you with a good reason to get away from the normal day to day living and to be inspired.
Our new District 9705 is only 19 months away and we need you! In this newsletter there is a story on
the need for the appointment of a Governor for 2021-2022 and 6 Area Governors of which 3 will come
from our old D9700 in geographical terms. Please start tapping those on their shoulders whom you
know would step up and be nominated.

I am now calling on all of you to work with us and make the rest of our Rotary year one to be
remembered and one that sets up a good foundation for our incoming leaders with DGE John McKenzie
at the helm.
Two requests please:
1. Those not sending me your bulletins please do so as it is a great way to follow your progress.
2. Need more stories on new members with photos please.
At the start of 2018-2019, I set some high goals. Not all will be achieved in the remaining 7 months.
However the Legacy Australia time capsule is still one of my goals, as is the start of a chapter of the
fellowship Rotary Means Business. I will pursue these after Griffith 2019.
Which reminds me, you pay for our conferences each and every year that you are a paid up member of
D9700. Around $26 this year of your district fees go towards the core costs of the conference. That is
why there is no entry fee, unlike many other district and international conferences.
Enjoy the month of December especially Christmas and family time.
DG John Glassford
Governor 2018-2019 D9700
0498 190 880 Email: jacksflat@gmail.com

Bottoms up gals and chaps, stay cool, be cool and have fun like this baby elephant!

Nomination for District Governor

District 9705 (9700/9710)

Introduction
Nominations are being sort for the new District 9705 (combined Districts 9700 and 9710) for the
position of District Governor for the term 2021 – 2022 and also for the six (6) positions for Area
Governors for the term 2020 – 2021.
The terms for Area Governor are being staggered and to facilitate this in the first instance, three (3) of
the Area Governors will serve a term of one year and the other three will serve a term of two years.
We expect the Area Governors to serve a two year term in the future.
Timeline
1 December 2018:
Dec / Jan / Feb
8 February 2019
1 March 2019
2 March 2019
30 March 2018

Nominations open – clubs advised. Request to advertise in newsletters
DG Newsletters to advertise Position
Nominations close
Interviews to be held in Young, with G trains from Districts 9700 and 9710
All candidates informed, (announced - Changeovers in June 2019)
All clubs informed and have until 30 March to lodge objections

Nominations for District Governor 2021 – 2022
Nominations are called for from Rotarians within Districts 9700 and 9710 to fill the position
of District Governor in the new District for the Rotary year 2021/22
The new district will comprise 39 clubs from District 9700 and 45 clubs from District 9710. There will
be 84 clubs, with approximately 2362 Rotarians (based on numbers at 30 November 2017).
These clubs are expected to be organised into six regions each with no more than 15 clubs, and
administered by an Area Governor who will assist the DG in the administration of the District. Note:
The role of the current Assistant Governor will cease to exist.
Club Visits:
The District Governor WILL NOT be required to officially visit every club in the District. It is anticipated
the DG will visit clusters of clubs as agreed with the Area Governors and the Clubs. (NB: it is important
for potential nominees to understand this), as in the past some potential nominees have not nominated
because of the difficulty, both financially and in terms of time, for a District Governor to visit every club
in the district as was expected in the past.

A District Governor must have been a President of a Rotary club, a Rotarian of good standing and have
been in Rotary for at least 7 years on the day of taking up office.
Nominations must be made to your current District Governor and the conditions and application forms are
available from:
CONTACT DG John Glassford: 0498 190 880 email: jacksflat@gmail.com

I.

PRESIDENT BARRY RASSIN’S MESSAGE DECEMBER 2018

December 2018
It's traditional that the first Rotarian magazine of the Rotary year carries a profile of the incoming RI
president and his or her family. I've always read those profiles with interest, never giving much
thought to the possibility that one day, I might be the one bringing a writer from the magazine to my
Rotary club meeting! I have never liked a lot of attention, and the idea of having my picture on the
magazine cover made me a bit uncomfortable. But when I saw the photo the editors chose, I smiled.
Because the star of that picture definitely isn't me, or even my wife, Esther. It's the flock of flamingos,
none of which could care less about Rotary, all strutting past us in the same direction. All of them —
except one.
I couldn't think of a more appropriate image to reflect the message I want to convey to Rotarians. That
one flamingo, going the other way, represents so much of what we need to do in Rotary. That flamingo
knows everyone's going one way. She sees it. But she also sees that maybe the path they're on isn't
the best path. Maybe, just maybe, there's a better path over there, and she wants to get a good look
before she goes marching on with her friends. And if, when she does stop and look, that new path does
seem better, she'll call the rest of the crew to come over and check it out with her. And maybe, just
maybe, they'll all choose that better path together.
Change is hard. And the longer we've been going one way, the more friends we have with us, the
harder it is to be the one who turns around and does it differently. But change — not change for its
own sake, but careful, considered, goal-directed change — is essential for any organization that wants
to evolve, stay relevant, and move forward in the right direction.
So take a look at that picture, but don't look at me. I'm not the one that cover's about. That cover is
about the flamingo. It's about having the curiosity, the courage, and the conviction to look at different
paths that might be better — whether you're out for a stroll on a beautiful Bahamas morning, or
helping chart the course for our organization.

Barry and Esther Rassin in Africa in particular Nigeria and Kenya my old home.

II.

OUR ROTARY FOUNDATION NEWS

Dr. Palwasha, centre, prepares her vaccination team for the Toll Plaza activity in Kohat, Pakistan, one
of the busiest PTP’s in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Each vaccination team has three members.

Our health is everything. Yet 400 million people in the world can’t afford or don’t have access to basic
health care. We believe good health care is everyone’s right.
Disease results in misery, pain, and poverty for millions of people worldwide. That’s why treating and
preventing disease is so important to us. We lead efforts both large and small. We set up temporary
clinics, blood donation centres, and training facilities in underserved communities struggling with
outbreaks and health care access. We design and build infrastructure that allows doctors, patients, and
governments to work together.
Our members combat diseases like malaria, HIV/AIDS, Alzheimer’s, multiple sclerosis, diabetes, and
polio. Prevention is important, which is why we also focus on health education and bringing people
routine hearing, vision, and dental care.
HOW ROTARY MAKES HELP HAPPEN
Disease does not prevent itself. We educate and equip communities to stop the spread of lifethreatening diseases. Rotary members have hundreds of health projects underway around the world at
any given time.
Arch Klumph’s idea for an endowment fund dedicated to “doing good in the world” planted the seed of
The Rotary Foundation in 1917. Thanks to his vision and staunch advocacy, and the extraordinary
generosity of Rotary members worldwide, that fund has become one of the world’s leading
humanitarian foundations.

Arch Klumph 1928 Chair of the Trustees

III. BITS & BYTES FROM OUR DISTRICT 9700
1. THE DROUGHT UPDATE 2018.
Good news from the Forbes Rotary Club:

From Pambula Rotary – Liz Bellette Stubbs, Hugh and Helen Best (caravan), Foucault de la Salle, Colin
Dunn, Jill Goodchild, Steve Goodchild, Lynne Koerbin, Rex Koerbin, Clare McMahon. David Wriedt.
Merimbula Rotary – Sue Jellis, Michael Jellis (caravan). Total = 13.
On the far NSW coast a group of Rotarians from the Pambula, a small town just North of Eden left on
Thursday, 22nd November 2018, and, in convoy, took the 600 kilometre drive to Trundle to help out
with the drought. Read on:

Good News 1 Trundle

Forbes Recently members of the Sydney Rotary Clubs of Engadine and Blacktown as well as members
of a team comprising of members of several Blue Mountains Rotary clubs have visited the town. They
have toured the district with one club hiring a local tour operator to show them around. Full story
below:

Good News 2 Forbes

DROUGHT APPLICATION FORMS
If your club has a needy project which is drought related and you need further information here are
some links for you to access and act on:
D9700/9710 DROUGHT RELIEF COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Drought Relief Application and Guidelines
Voucher Assistance Application

APPLICATIONS APPROVED
Narrandera
Forbes
Forbes Ipomoea
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
Narrandera
Forbes
Forbes Ipomoea
Cooma
Parkes
2. WELCOME TO ROTARY
a. Rotary Club of Wagga Wagga

The Rotary Club of Wagga Wagga inducted one of our newest members Lyndal Seymour with the
classification Gymnastics. Lyndal is seen here with President Pete Veerhuis and DGJG.

b. Rotary Club of Orange Daybreak

Orange Daybreak welcomed a new member this month - Neil Ford introduced to the club by Karen
Somers, President Alison Bennett's first inductee.
3. RYPEN 2018
Yes the RYPEN weekend was another huge success. Numbers were down as discussed however we had
44 participants from 16 Clubs plus 9 leaders (ex RYPENians that attended the 2018 Youth Leadership
Training) and 4 mentors (ex leaders).
Daniel Burns (Wollundry Rotarian and my fellow RYPEN organiser) plus Steve Barker (from I Am
Enough Coaching) supervised the camp and carried out various presenting roles. Attached is the
weekend program. We were lucky to have some wonderful local speakers and also very lucky again to
hear from Jonathan Doyle.
We had excellent weather yet again and the Borambola staff were fantastic as always and ran activities
including indoor rock climbing, team building initiatives and raft building and we finished the weekend
off with a mud run on the newly constructed course.
Saturday evening we run a session with Andrew Strano, an ex-Wagga musician, actor, writer, director
and drama teacher doing many creative games and a spectacular improvisation session that gets
everybody outside their comfort zone but in such a way that they have an amazing time and loads of
fun.
The whole weekend is built on kindness, looking out for each other, letting down your barriers and
knowing it's okay to fail. There is always some awkwardness at the beginning but literally within a
couple of hours everybody is on board and having the time of their life. Some of the "coolest, I don't
want to be here" kids have already sent messages saying they want to come back next year as a
leader.
This is my fifth or sixth year running RYPEN and the third year we have had the Youth Leadership
Team (YLT). The difference between RYPEN with and without the YLT is astounding. With youth
leaders, the participants engage immediately and try harder, leading to much bigger gains in their self
confidence and personal growth over the weekend, and on top of that we are giving our leaders
valuable life skills based on the principles of leading by serving. Daniel and I are very proud of how the
YLT program is working and how it has tangibly improved the RYPEN weekend.
Kind regards Darren Wallace https://www.facebook.com/rypen9700/

RYPEN IN FULL SWING 2018 BORAMBOLA

4. FIFTY (50) YEARS LOYALTY
The past month saw the RC of Junee and Lockhart celebrate the amazing loyal service of PP Bob Toose.
Bob has joined Junee RC as it suits his style!! Congratulations Bob you are a true INSPIRATION to all
of us. Bob tells us that he has missed 50 meetings in 50 years simply a herculean effort Bob and we
are very proud of you and your achievements over the 50 years.

Bob Toose being presented with his clock from President Trish Davies from the RC of Junee. Sitting
next to Bob is Colin Wiese now in Wagga Wagga Sunrise. Colin like Bob was a staunch and loyal
member of Lockhart.
5. DARKNESS TO LIGHT DINNER WAGGA WAGGA
Dr. Alok Sharma organised another great evening to raise funds for the Wagga Wagga’s RC Darkness
to Light project in India and East Timor. They raised around $36,000 for cataract operations.
“A very successful Darkness to light fundraising dinner was held on Saturday evening 3rd November.
M.C David Wynne welcomed the gathering and President Peter Veerhuis then introduced the guests
and sponsors while a video of events at the past Darkness to Light Project were shown on screens
around the hall.”

Part of the large crowd at the Clay Target Shooters venue in Wagga Wagga

6. NYSF National Youth Science Forum

Helana Trantino to attend the NYSF in Canberra.
The National Youth Science Forum will be held in Canberra in January and Helana Trantino will be
attending thanks to sponsorship from the Young Rotary Club and YHS. “Last night Helana told us of her
future ambitions and we have no doubt she will succeed with them all. Last week she was not only
voted as one of two girl school captains but was awarded the Victor Change Award for Science. We
wish her well.”
7. REMEMBRANCE DAY NOVEMBER 11th 2018

Coolamon Village and the ceramic poppies were a stand out this year for the Armistice Day Centenary.

8. ROTARY CLUB OF YOUNG IS 80 YEARS YOUNG!
Congratulations Young Rotary Club on your 80 th anniversary.

President Jan Martin cuts the cake!

DGE John McKenzie, PP Mary Brell & PP Di Lincoln

The Rotary Club of Young celebrated 80 years of Community Service yesterday with a luncheon at the
Young Golf Club. Approximately 70 people attended with guest speakers Mary Brell OAM and District
Governor Elect John McKenzie telling us about their recent trip to Nepal and about the work our District
is supporting in that country.
9. MURRUMBURAH HARDEN ROTARY CLUB

Carl Valerius is a Rotarian in the Murrumburrah-Harden RC. This is an amazing project and we look
forward to the unveiling sometime in 2019. In the meantime the book Bill the Bastard is a great read.

IV.

GRIFFITH 2019 CONFERENCE UPDATE.

PATRICIA GARCIA A.O. SYDNEY AUSTRALIA

0
National Program Manager UN Sustainable Development Goals
Rotary Peace Scholar Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok Thailand.
“Over 20 years experience working in the world's conflicts including Afghanistan, Sudan, South
Sudan, Bosnia and Burma I have managed humanitarian aid and development programmes to
assist refugees and IDPS. I have been engaged as Programme Manager and Director with
international NGOs and UN agencies (Oxfam, Peace Winds Japan, German Agro Action, Norwegian
Church Aid UNOPS, and UNHCR) and with Austcare and Act for Peace in Australia. I have recently
completed a short term consultancy with Concord is International as their Sudan Country Director.
I continue to be actively engaged in humanitarian advocacy and research and training in
peacebuilding and human rights with a focus on gender based violence and disarmament issues.
Currently, I am a Casual Academic and Visiting Scholar at the Centre for Peace and Conflict
Studies, University of Sydney. My languages in addition to English are Spanish and French. In 2011
I received an Australian Federal Government award for services to the overseas humanitarian
sector.
In 2014 I was selected as one of the subjects for the UNSW Australian Human Rights Centre
Faculty of Law photographic exhibition project entitled "Positively Remarkable People Ending
Violence Against Women" (www.positivelyremarkable.wordpress.com).
I received the Queen's Birthday Honours Award of Officer of the General Division of the Order of
Australia (AO) on 13th June 2016. In November 2016 I received a Rotary Peace Fellowship for
professional development study at the Rotary Peace Centre at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok
Thailand.”
Patricia Garcia is a respected humanitarian and 2016 Australian of the Year State Finalist. For over
20 years Patricia has lived and worked in war zones.

LATEST NEWS
V.

POLIO PLUS BIKE RELAY 2019.

Contact: John Glassford 0498 190 880 or email jacksflat@gmail.com

The one and only Aussie Iron Lung that has been restored to full use.

VI.

HAMBURG 2019 RI CONFERENCE UPDATE.

Important deadlines
27 June 2018: Last day for special promotional discount
15 December 2018: Last day for early-registration discount
31 March 2019: Last day for preregistration discount
30 April 2019: Last day to request to cancel registrations or tickets
5 June 2019: Last day for online registration
HAMBURG RICON 2019

VII. DIARY FOR MAIN EVENTS FOR 9700
Sun 9thth December 10.00-16.00 DisTec18 I.T. Young DGE John McKenzie
Sat 2/3 09.15-17.00 PETS Young President Elects 2019-2020 DGE John McKenzie
Sat 2/3 14.00-16.30 D9700 District Leadership Team Training Young DGE John McKenzie
Sat 2/3 19.00 PETS Dinner Young President Elects 2019-2020 DGE John McKenzie
Sun 3/3 09.30-15.00 PETS Young President Elects 2019-2020 DGE John McKenzie
Sun 28th April 10.00-16.00 DisTec18 I.T. Young DGE John McKenzie
Sun 26/5 09.30-15.00 District Assembly Young DGE John McKenzie
Frid. 29-31/3 2018 D9700 Conference Griffith DG JG D9700
Sat 1/6-5/6 2019 RI CONVENTION HAMBURG

DISTRICT BOARD 2018-2019

District Governor John Glassford {Membership Retention}
Immediate Past District Governor George Weston {Youth Services}
District Governor Elect John McKenzie {Service Projects}
District Governor Nominee Michael Moore AM {D9705}
Secretary PP David Benn {Administration}
Treasurer Finance & Audit PP Doug Conkey {Budget}
Foundation Director PDG David Kennedy {Foundation}
Communications Director PP Paul Murray {Public Image}
Membership Director New Clubs PP Geraldine Rurenga {New Clubs}
Membership Director Millennials PP Clare Lawlor {Millennials}
Associate Member AG Julie Poplin {Assistant Governors}
ASSISTANT GOVERNORS
GROUP 1 AG MILES HEDGE {RC of Blayney}
Blayney, Bathurst, Bathurst Daybreak, Bathurst East, Oberon.
GROUP 2 AG DAVID RIDGES {RC of ORANGE NORTH}
Molong, Orange, Orange North, Orange Daybreak, D9700 e-Club (Calare)
GROUP 3 AG CHRIS FINKEL {RC of Forbes}
Parkes, Condobolin, Lake Cargelligo, West Wyalong, Forbes, Forbes Ipomoea.
GROUP 4 AG JULIE POPLIN {RC of Boorowa}
Boorowa, Murrumburrah-Harden, Cowra, Grenfell, Young.
GROUP 5 AG BOB MANNING {RC of Narrandera}
Griffith, Griffith East, Griffith Avanti, Yenda, Leeton, Leeton Central, Narrandera
GROUP 6 AG PAUL WESTON {RC of Coolamon}
Lockhart Coolamon, Junee, Temora and Cootamundra
GROUP 7 AG ELAINE ALMOND {RC of Wagga Wagga}
South Wagga, Wagga Kooringal, Wagga Murrumbidgee, Wagga Sunrise, Wollundry Wagga, Wagga
Wagga, CSU Wagga Rotaract.

