APRIL IS MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH MONTH

G ‘day
My sincere apologies for missing last month’s DG news. I do have a good alibi though called the
Griffith 2019 Conference. A full report in pictorial form can be found by clicking on the link in our club
runner D9700 web site. I have also included some comments from a few of the delegates to Griffith
2019. 322 delegates came to Griffith which is 80 more than the average of the past three
conferences. That is a 34% increase in attendance which we hope will help with the next D9700, our
last one as D9700, in Temora with DG John McKenzie and his team.
We still have two and a half months left for 2018-2019 to be The Inspiration!!!! We have lost 12
members from July 1st to the present time. Let us get active and inspire others to join this fabulous
organisation we call Rotary. It will not be long before we are less than 1,000 members (1,008 at
present count). Let’s together aim to improve our numbers so that we leave the District in a better
shape than we started number wise.
So plenty to do ahead of us, one area I would like to look at starting is a Rotary Means Business
Fellowship. Those who may want to join us here in this fellowship please give me a call or email me.
Keep being the inspiration as you prepare to hand over to the incoming President and Directors. We
look forward to seeing all of you who are involved in the District Assembly in Grenfell on May 25 th.
DG John Glassford
Governor 2018-2019 D9700
0498 190 880 Email: jacksflat@gmail.com

I.

PRESIDENT BARRY RASSIN’S MESSAGE APRIL 2019

April 2019
Every two minutes, somewhere in the world, a woman dies from preventable causes related to pregnancy and
childbirth. And babies whose mothers die within the first six weeks of their lives are far more likely to die
themselves than babies whose mothers survive. As I've traveled around the world as president of Rotary, I've
met families for whom these aren't simply tragic statistics. But I've also met people who are devoting themselves
to helping mothers and children — and because of them, I'm hopeful. And because many of those people are
Rotarians, I'm also proud. April is Maternal and Child Health Month in Rotary, so it's a perfect time to tell you
about some things Rotarians are doing that will make you proud too.
Last fall, I paid a visit to a hospital in the town of Jekabpils, in Latvia. It's a modern hospital, and the doctors and
nurses there are caring, dedicated, and skilled. But despite all their hard work, the maternal mortality rate at the
hospital had remained stubbornly high, due to a factor that was beyond their control: a lack of vital diagnostic
equipment and even basic items like incubators.
And that's where Rotary came in. Twenty-one clubs from around the world joined forces for a global grant that
provided what the hospital required. And in September, when I walked into the maternity ward there, I saw stateof-the-art equipment, and I met patients who were getting the care that they needed — and that every mother
and child in the world deserves to have.
In Brazil, club members worked with fellow Rotarians in Japan on a global grant project that dramatically
increased the capacity of an overstretched neonatal intensive care unit. New incubators, monitors, and other
equipment have enabled the local hospital to save many more babies' lives each year.
And in Mongolia, a vocational training team from New Zealand organized instruction in emergency response
techniques for doctors and midwives, set up a program that taught midwives modern best practices, and
researched and wrote a culturally relevant childbirth education manual. Between 2013, when the team first went
to Mongolia, and 2017, the neonatal mortality rate in the country fell from 11.2 to 9.1 per 1,000 births, and the
maternal mortality rate has decreased as well.
That's what I mean when I talk about transformational service, and it's what Rotarians do best. Because of our
networks, which span the globe; our community presence, which allows us to see what's most needed; and our

expertise, which encompasses countless skills and professions, we're able to serve in a manner that has no
equal. And we're able to Be the Inspiration as we help those who need us most.

Left President Barry Rassin in Egypt 24-27th February 2019. Right Medical Mission (VTT) in
Madagascar with doctors from India. Two local Rotaractors stayed in the operating room
with us for the entire time. Rotaractors are leaders

II.

BITS & BYTES FROM OUR DISTRICT 9700

1. THE DROUGHT UPDATE.

A. DROUGHT APPLICATION FORMS RAWCS PROJECT 18-2018-2019
If your club has a needy project which is drought related and you need further information here are
some links for you to access and act on:
D9700/9710 DROUGHT RELIEF COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Drought Relief Application and Guidelines
Voucher Assistance Application
B. DROUGHT APPLICATION FORMS COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT $1 MILLION
Districts 9700/9710 has been granted $1 million for the federal Government drought relief grants.
This is for 334 needy families to be distributed over two months in May and June 2019. This
programme is now fully subscribed with some 400 applications being processed.
I would like to make mention here of the hard work and many miles travelled by Chair of
this committee PP Ken Engsmyr RC of Parkes.
Thank You Ken from all of us!

III.

WELCOME TO ROTARY

I have not received any news of any new member inductions these past two months. I am sure that
April will be better! We are now down by 12 members this past 9 months which brings us to around
1008 members.
Please send me details and photos of any new member inductions you have conducted or been part of.
IV.

GRIFFITH 2019 CONFERENCE REPORT.

Wow what a wonderful time we had in Griffith, simply amazing. There will be a separate report as
soon as I can round to writing it.
So many people to thank for all the hard work everyone associated with the Griffith 2019 Conference
and my eternal thanks to you all. You know who you are it was a blast and so much fun. The team
put on a great show for all those delegates who attended.

w
L-R DLIC Jane Mberia D9212 Tracy Monica and PRIVP Anne L. Matthews
Three of our inspirational women in Rotary we will be forever indebted to these three ladies for
travelling so far to come to Griffith and tell their stories. PRIVP Anne L. Matthews was RI President
Barry Raisin’s Personal Representative to Griffith 2019.

PRIVP Anne L. Matthews

KEY NOTE SPEAKER NYADOL NYUON

From a Kenyan refugee camp to a law firm in Collins Street Melbourne.
Commercial litigator with Arnold Bloch Leibler and a community advocate.
Nyadol was born in a refugee camp in Itang, Ethiopia, and raised in Kakuma Refugee camp, Kenya. At
eighteen, Nyadol moved to Australia as a refugee. Since then she has completed a Bachelor of Arts
from Victoria University and a Juris Doctor from the University of Melbourne.
Outside her work, and through the experiences of her family and community, Nyadol has developed an
interest in issues concerning human rights, multiculturalism, the settlement of refugees and those
seeking asylum. She has volunteered extensively in relation to these areas has worked with
governmental and non-governmental organisations.
In both 2011 and 2014, Nyadol was nominated as one of the hundred most influential African
Australians. She is currently a board member of the Melbourne University Social Equity Institute.
In terms of advocacy, Nyadol has presented at various conferences and forums on issues impacting the
settlement of African Australians in Victoria and Australia in general. She regularly appears in the
media, including recent appearances on the ABC’s The Drum and as a panellist on Q&A.
Nyadol Nyuon first came to Australia over 10 years ago. Only 18 years old, she knew very
little of the country and when she arrived in Melbourne the city was like nothing she’d ever
seen.
“I remember thinking how big and clean it was,” she says. “It was quite surprising to see how all the
cars stopped at the red lights because in Kenya that doesn’t happen often.
“I actually looked around to see whether there were any police with AK-47s on the side of the road
enforcing the law. Funnily, there were none, which was very surprising.”
One of the many highlights was Nyadol’s key note speech, it was inspirational.
Thank you to all of the members of the Griffith Host Organising Committee and the other
three clubs Griffith Avanti, Griffith East and Yenda. Ross Grillo Griffith RC and Peter Sparks
Griffith Avanti RC my special thanks to you both. Without your leadership and hard work we
would not have been able to put such a wonderful conference on for our members.
THANK YOU GRIFFITH AND YENDA ROTARIANS!
AND THE GRIFFITH CITY COUNCIL

V.

POLIO PLUS PARADE BIKE RELAY 2019.

Well we managed to complete the journey with Maggie the Iron Lung intact minus one bolt.

We will prepare a full report for you all in the very near future. We did not raise much in the way of
funds. HOWEVER we created a lot of interest and awareness. Would I do it again IN A HEARTBEAT!
VI.

SOMETHING TO PONDER

Genius Illustrations Reveal Everything Wrong with Today’s Society

VII.

NEW DISTRICT GOVERNOR FOR 2021-2022 NEEDED FOR D9705

N.B. We still have not received any nominations from D9700 for DG for 2021-2022. We ask you
all to think of someone you know who need the tap on the shoulder for this position.
Nomination for District Governor

District 9705 (9700/9710)

1 December 2018: Nominations open – clubs advised. Request to advertise in newsletters
Dec / Jan / Feb/Mar/April
DG Newsletters to advertise Position

VIII. HAMBURG 2019 RI CONVENTION UPDATE.
Important deadlines
30 April 2019: Last day to request to cancel registrations or tickets
5 June 2019: Last day for online registration

HAMBURG RICON 2019

Luxurious Fairmont Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten
Luxurious Fairmont Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten is the epitome of a traditional European grand hotel. Since
its opening in 1897, the elegant hotel at the Binnenalster Lake in the heart of Hamburg welcomes its
guests from all over the world in charming magnificence and timeless elegance. Many cultural and
architectural sights as well as numerous shopping areas and the Congress Centre Hamburg are within
close distance.
The traditional grand hotel presents itself with five floors including a total of 156 elegant rooms and
luxurious suites, in an exciting style which combines precious fabrics and international design ideas.
The Fairmont Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten offers international top cuisine in Hamburg. In four exquisite
restaurants and bars a large choice of delicious dishes and drinks is served satisfying diverse tastes.

IX.

DIARY FOR MAIN EVENTS FOR 9700

Sun 28th April 10.00-16.00 DisTec19 I.T. Young DGE John McKenzie
Sat 25th May 14.00-16.30 D9700 2018-2019 Board Meeting in YOUNG DGJG
Sun 26th May 09.30-15.00 District Assembly GRENFELL DGE John McKenzie
Sat 1st-5th June 2019 2019 RI CONVENTION HAMBURG
Sat 29th June 14.00-15.30 D9700 2018-2019 Final Board Meeting DGJG
Sat 29th June 2019 D9700 Change Over Dinner at the Orange Ex-Services Club 18.00hrs
Sun 30th June 2019-2020 D9700 Board Meeting Orange. DG John McKenzie
DISTRICT BOARD 2018-2019

District Governor John Glassford {Membership Retention}
Immediate Past District Governor George Weston {Youth Services}
District Governor Elect John McKenzie {Service Projects}
District Governor Nominee Michael Moore AM {D9705}
Secretary PP David Benn {Administration}
Treasurer Finance & Audit PP Doug Conkey {Budget}
Foundation Director PDG David Kennedy {Foundation}
Communications Director PP Paul Murray {Public Image}
Membership Director Millennials PP Clare Lawlor {Millennials}
Associate Member AG Julie Poplin {Assistant Governors}
District 9700 Trainer PP Geraldine Rurenga {PETS & Assembly}
ASSISTANT GOVERNORS
GROUP 1 AG MILES HEDGE {RC of Blayney}
Blayney, Bathurst, Bathurst Daybreak, Bathurst East, Oberon.
GROUP 2 AG DAVID RIDGES {RC of ORANGE NORTH}
Molong, Orange, Orange North, Orange Daybreak, D9700 e-Club (Calare)
GROUP 3 AG CHRIS FINKEL {RC of Forbes}
Parkes, Condobolin, Lake Cargelligo, West Wyalong, Forbes, Forbes Ipomoea.
GROUP 4 AG JULIE POPLIN {RC of Boorowa}
Boorowa, Murrumburrah-Harden, Cowra, Grenfell, Young.
GROUP 5 AG BOB MANNING {RC of Narrandera}
Griffith, Griffith East, Griffith Avanti, Yenda, Leeton, Leeton Central, Narrandera
GROUP 6 AG PAUL WESTON {RC of Coolamon}
Lockhart Coolamon, Junee, Temora and Cootamundra
GROUP 7 AG ELAINE ALMOND {RC of Wagga Wagga}
South Wagga, Wagga Kooringal, Wagga Murrumbidgee, Wagga Sunrise, Wollundry Wagga, Wagga
Wagga, CSU Wagga Rotaract.

1. Hi DG John,
Your conference was one of the best we have been to. Wonderful speakers and a great relaxed country
style that I miss down here.
I gave a presentation to our club tonight showing 90 photos of your conference and they were blown
away.
Good luck with the rest of your year. And thank you for looking after Jill and me.
Regards to you and Susan. PDG Bruce Gruber
2. Hi JG
Well done on this incredible event. Did not think that you had to carry such a burden on your
Shoulders. The reports and feedback went well. Give yourself more credit.
I regret not having personal time with you to discuss RAGES and other matters. The up side was
Chatting to Susan the Wolverine!
Have a rest and Come to Africa, Cheers mate, Grant Fowlds.
3. G’day John,
I am glad the conference went really well for you, you put a lot of work into and you can be proud of
your success. The only time success comes before work is in the dictionary. I had heard from a number
of people that the conference went well. An increase in numbers is almost unheard of these days in
Rotary Australia and New Zealand.
I look forward to seeing you in Christchurch. All the best for the rest of your year, you have done a
great job.
Regards, Noel Trevaskis
4. Thank You
Thanks for the email John. It was a fabulous conference indeed. All speakers were an inspiration. Well
done to you on such an amazing event. Look forward to seeing you around the traps. I have certainly
passed on your thanks to the Mayor.
Regards Brett Stonestreet General Manager Griffith City Council
5. District 9700 Annual Conference Griffith 29, 30 & 31:
“Mark stated it was his first district conference and was absolutely fantastic and learnt much. Words
do not justify how enjoyable, professionally orchestrated, incredible interesting speakers and topics,
the show case out front presenting many Rotary projects, it was a case of ’you just had to be there’.
Mark presented Jenny an Award given by Rotary District 9700, DG John Glassford to the Rotary Club of
Parkes and Jenny Jewell, for the outstanding work in many projects. Also, a second award to the
Rotary Club of Parkes who raised $7,000 per member for charity.
David spoke on Dr Anne Matthews who in her role as on the RI Board of Directors raised millions of
dollars for charity. In 2013-14, Anne served as the Vice President of Rotary International, the first
woman to serve in this important role. She also is the first woman to serve on both the Rotary
Foundation Trustees and the RI Board of Directors.
Ken spoke on the talk given by Brian Andrews the Town Clerk of Wagga Wagga on his awful journey of
contracting polo and one of the few lucky ones to survive. Ken receiving his award, one of three
District Governor's Award of Rotarian of the year. The award normally going to one person was shared
this year one of three District Governor's Award of Rotarian of the year. The award normally going to
one person was shared this year because of their work and support.”

6. Great photos!
We spent a lot of time/early mornings with Jess from Stars Dance Studio practicing the Charleston for
the Conference Dinner. We couldn't even put one foot in front of the other at the beginning!!
It really was fun.....and that is what Rotary is all about isn't it?
Thanks again for such a great Conference John, truly amazing.
7. Hi John,
Congratulations on the success of the 2019 District Conference. I have been to many conferences and I
appreciated the flexibility and informal approach taken by yourself and your committee. Women in
Rotary was a timely theme and your female speakers were outstanding. Thanks for a stimulating
program.
8. Dear John
I just wanted to let you know that both Cazzie & I had a really top time in Griffith last weekend at the
2019 DC. The conference itself was truly amazing, as you had lined up a list of very impressive
speakers including some outstanding people like Anne Matthews and Sue Hayward. The people would
stand out as leaders in any group (and good messages they had too). Saturday evening was great fun
as well, with the Army band providing top music.
You put in a huge amount of effort and I think you can be very pleased and proud of the result,
especially as it all worked smoothly (or, appeared to). It was an outstanding success and a credit to
your dedication and effort and that of your assisting team. The people who miss these events really
lose something of lasting value.
Best Miles.
9. Congratulations John
Great conference– you should be very pleased.
Very good rollup was down to your efforts – I know how hard it is to get Rotarians to go!!
Great speakers which is what I really like, and very good choice of the band on Sat night so we could
dance and still hear ourselves to talk.
Well done. Cheers Neal
10.Good morning John,
I hope you have both rested a bit after the conference especially you, John. It was a top conference
and very positive feedback from those attending.
11.John
After a jam packed Rotary Conference that yours truly attended, there still had to be a new bulletin. I
can tell you one thing, it was one remarkable conference with so many inspirational speakers, and it
was a great series of days.
So please enjoy your new bulletin, "Cherry Pickings", Young Rotary Bulletin for April 2 2019. Hank.
12.Outstanding Students
I’m writing to congratulate Maddie Hewson and James Rossiter for their wonderful speeches delivered
to the Rotary District Conference in Griffith yesterday. They were superb; beautifully presented,
articulate, respectful and all round ambassadors for The College. The District Governor had heard the
students speak at the Peace Conference in Wagga and was so impressed he asked them to present at
his District Conference.

Listening to such confident, articulate students is all the accolade an ex teacher needs! I’m copying in
John Glassford, the District Governor, as well as I’m sure he would agree with my sentiments and
would be pleased for you to pass on our congratulations to Maddie and James.
Regards Sally
13.What a great Conference
What a great conference that was on the weekend!! We all learnt so much from the passionate
speakers. Thanks Val for putting a video of our Charleston dance on Avanti Facebook.
Well done everyone. Amazing job Peter. All worked out in the end, even if we were rained out on the
Friday evening. Great job Clara organising the Youth Exchange stand as well as dancing the Charleston
with us. Thank you.
Well done John Glassford!
14.Dear John & Susan
Just a quick note to say thank you for allowing us to be part of your conference. It was a terrific
experience, particularly as it gave an insight in to what drives you, John, and where your passions lie.
The focus on Kenya and your experience with Polio made it very relevant and it was very special to see
the love between a couple who have found that special person in life, and know it. Mike & I could
really relate to that.
Anne Matthews was inspirational as your RIPPR and the other speakers were too. It sounds as though
you’ve had a fantastic DG year, John, and will be able to look back on it as a highlight in your life.
Thanks also for the sticks made by Michael Lyons. Very special. Look forward to seeing you in
Christchurch…we’ll all be feather dusters by then!
Regards Sue Hayward JP DG 2018/19 - Rotary District 9675
15.Great, excellent, wonderful, engaging and inspiring conference, John.
My friend and companion Deborah also enjoyed it, a lot. It's a credit to you and the speakers, the
organisers and everyone involved. Thanks to the city of Griffith and the Ex-Services Club for great
venues as well.
It's a pity that more Rotarians didn't attend this conference particularly to hear the powerful messages
that were conveyed from Friday through Saturday and this morning. Wow. I know why I am involved
with Rotary, if I wasn't sure before. We need to spread the word and get our message out and find
new members and help more people and make a difference, that's for sure.
I will do my best to encourage more people to attend future conferences!!
Many, many thanks to you all for the great work. Gareth
16.Good evening John
Thank you to you and Susan and all the people who helped stage your conference. It was a beauty! I
am so pleased that I was there. Thanks a million. Cheers, DG Margaret Hassall D9710.
17.Congratulations to my Dad
Congratulations to my Dad, Paul Murray, for receiving the Rotarian award "Service Above Self this
weekend only 125 of these awards are given out each year and he was chosen to receive it this year. I
know this is a great honour and I am so proud that he received it but if it could be given out every day,
he is one of the few men in this world I know who would be worthy of it. It is no secret my father and
father in law were great friends- you know how the friends of a feather saying goes, most girls aren’t
lucky enough be blessed with one awesome dad-I got two!

18.FANTASTIC
What a fantastic DISCON you organised for us the members of D9700. The speakers were world class
and inspiring. The best DISCON I have been at and you have certainly raised the bar for those that
follow.
Some Pictorial Highlights

